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Who are
BRIGHT?
BRIGHT is a registered charity (RCN
1064857) that works to improve
the lives of those with GastroIntestinal (GI) cancers (cancers that
affect the digestive system) and
Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary (HPB)
cancers (cancers that affect the liver,
pancreas and biliary system).

Sir Paul Beresford (Patron)
& Dr Alexandra Stewart (Consultant Clinical Oncologist)

BRIGHT expanded to include HPB cancers following
a merger with the Liver Cancer Surgery Appeal
(LCSA). The merging of these two charities has
enabled BRIGHT to create a united organisation
working to create brighter futures for patients
with both GI and HPB cancers. Working together,
BRIGHT can share resources, skills and expertise
to help advance research and improve treatment
options for these cancers.

For more information about these
departments, please visit the RSCH
website: royalsurrey.nhs.uk
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BRIGHT’s
Fundraising Aims
BRIGHT aims to fund and support:
• Ongoing research into improving treatment options and outcomes
for patients with GI and HPB cancers.
• The purchase of new equipment for a whole range of GI and HPB
cancer treatments, including surgery, chemotherapy, immunotherapy,
radiotherapy and other advanced treatments.
In line with these objectives, BRIGHT supports the clinical and research
work of cancer specialists at St Luke’s Cancer Centre and the HepatoPancreato-Biliary (HPB) Surgery Unit, both based at the Royal Surrey
County Hospital (RSCH).

Meet some of BRIGHT’s Trustees and Cancer Specialists
working at RSCH

Dr Tony Dhillon
Consultant Medical Oncologist

Dr Sharadah Essapen
Consultant Clinical Oncologist

Dr Alex Horton
Consultant Interventional
Radiologist

Professor Nariman Karanjia
Consultant Hepato-PancreatoBiliary (HPB) Surgeon

Dr Alexandra Stewart
Consultant Clinical Oncologist

Miss Angela Riga
Consultant Hepato-PancreatoBiliary (HPB) Surgeon
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What are Gastrointestinal (GI) Cancers?
Gastrointestinal (GI) cancer is a term for the group
of cancers that affect the digestive system. This
includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stomach (gastric) cancer
Bowel (colorectal) cancer
Oesophageal cancer
Anal cancer
GI neuroendocrine tumours
Small intestine cancer

Pancreatic cancer is the 11th most common cancer in the
UK, accounting for 3% of all new cancer cases. There are
around 9,800 new pancreatic cancer cases in the UK every
year, that’s 27 every day. Approximately 80% of patients are
inoperable at presentation. Of the remaining 20% only
a quarter (i.e. 5% of the total) will be long-term survivors.
At least a third of patients who develop bowel cancer go
on to develop secondary liver cancer. This means that each
day, 40 people somewhere in the UK will be diagnosed
with secondary liver cancer arising from the large intestine.

Stomach

Bowel cancer is the fourth most common cancer in the UK.
There are around 41,700 new bowel cancer cases in the
UK every year, that's more than 110 every day.
Liver

Oesophagus
Gallbladder
Duodenum

Stomach

Pancreas (head)
Large
intestine

Duodenum

Small
intestine

Why do BRIGHT support GI and HPB Cancers?

Caecum

As our statistics have shown, there are many people
diagnosed with GI and HPB cancers every year.

Appendix

Colon
Ileum

Rectum
Anus

What are Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary (HPB)
Cancers?
Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary (HPB) cancer is a term for
the group of cancers that affect the liver, pancreas
and biliary system. These include:
• Primary liver cancer (cancer that starts in the liver)
• Secondary liver cancer (metastatic cancer; cancer
which started in another part of the body and has
spread to the liver)
• Pancreatic cancer
• Bile duct cancer (cholangiocarcinoma)
• GI neuroendocrine tumours
• Gall bladder cancer
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Pancreas (tail)

What we know is that cancers of the GI tract often spread
through the body. This spread is often referred to as
‘metastatic’ or ‘secondary’ cancer. When cancer cells
break away from the primary tumour in the GI tract (cancer
starting in the GI tract), they can travel around in the blood
stream or in lymph fluid.
We know that it is common for GI cancers and in particular
colon and rectal cancer to spread to the liver. This is
because blood from the intestines drains directly through
the liver and cancer cells seed into the liver.

For more information on GI & HPB cancers please visit:
NHS Choices at nhs.uk/pages
Macmillan at macmillan.org.uk
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Supporting Cancer
Research Projects
These are some of the ongoing cancer research
projects BRIGHT is supporting:

Targeting Cancer

Evaluating HPB Cancer Treatments

Dr Sharadah Essapen (Consultant Clinical Oncologist) and
Professor Modjtahedi of Kingston University are soon to
complete a four year research project exploring targeted
treatments for colorectal cancer patients. This project is
investigating the use of biomarkers (a substance whose
detection indicates a particular disease state) expressed on
tumour cells, which could potentially lead to new anti-body
based drugs targeted to the individual patient. Identifying
these biomarkers is important as it will help to eliminate
patients being given unnecessary treatment.

The outcomes for pancreatic and liver cancer surgery
are collected on two dedicated databases. The hope
is that BRIGHT will support staff to enter patient data
so that the outcomes in terms of survival can be
understood and publicised.

Evaluating Colorectal Cancer Treatments
Following the purchase of the Papillon Machine (which
delivers targeted low energy x-rays to early stage rectal
cancers), BRIGHT is now funding the collection of valuable
data on patients treated by Papillon, as well as patients
receiving other colorectal treatments. The aim of funding
this ongoing data collection is to assess the effectiveness
of Papillon treatment on patient-centred outcomes, such as
survival and quality of life. BRIGHT’s aim is for this database
to be used by all Papillon centres around the world.

Clinical
Dr Tony Dhillon, BRIGHT trustee, senior lecturer and a
Consultant Medical Oncologist at the RSCH has recently
obtained external funding for his research programme.
BRIGHT has been proud to fund Dr Dhillon’s research
salary which has enabled him to develop world leading
cancer trials. Dr Dhillon’s clinical trials investigate:
• Whether immunotherapy can improve the outcomes
for bowel cancer patients
• Liver functioning following chemotherapy
• How responsive certain cancers are to particular
drug treatments
The findings of these studies have the potential
to change future treatments for colorectal cancer
patients.
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Funding Cancer
Equipment
BRIGHT has successfully funded important equipment
for treating GI and HPB Cancers. Here are some of our
successes and ongoing fundraising projects:

Papillon Radiotherapy
In 2013, BRIGHT helped to fund a new Papillon Radiotherapy
Machine at the St Luke’s Cancer Centre, RSCH. The hospital is
the first in the south of England to offer this kind of treatment and
its introduction is part of the ongoing programme to maintain the
hospital as a centre of excellence for bowel cancer treatment.
The Papillon machine offers a unique form of radiotherapy
treatment and is suitable for some patients with early stage
rectal cancer, offering an alternative to major surgery. It provides
contact radiotherapy, which means patients can receive a higher
radiation dose to the tumour with less risk of damage to the
surrounding tissue, as compared to radiotherapy given from
outside the body.
The number of patients treated by Papillon Machine at RSCH
is 143 (December 2018).
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Liver Cancer Surgery
The Regional HPB Unit was founded at the RSCH in 2005 and
now has five HPB surgeons dedicated to carrying out surgery
of the liver, pancreas and bile ducts, including GI cancers that
have spread to the liver. The equipment for liver surgery for all
these surgeons was fundraised and provided for by the Liver
Cancer Surgery Appeal (LCSA) who have now merged with
BRIGHT. The primary equipment for liver surgery to be carried
out successfully is a Cavitron Ultrasonic Surgical Aspirator
(CUSA). With this piece of equipment liver surgery can be carried
out with minimal blood loss, which is ultimately safer for patients.
The LCSA raised money for four machines, which now serve the
HPB Unit. In addition, the LCSA raised money
for hand pieces that accompany the CUSA and operative
ultrasound equipment which helps identify tumours in the liver.
A long-term objective is for BRIGHT to continue funding this
expanding HPB Unit which plans to develop robotic surgery.

NanoKnife® Machine
BRIGHT is currently fundraising for a NanoKnife® machine for
the treatment of pancreatic cancers and GI cancers that have
spread to the liver but which are surgically inoperable.
NanoKnife® (also known as Irreversible Electroporation; IRE)
involves using electrical currents to damage and destroy the
cancer cells. The aim of this treatment is to slow the growth
of these cancers, which may help some people live longer,
as well as help treat symptoms such as pain.
Few hospitals in the UK have access to this treatment,
therefore having the ability to offer NanoKnife® to suitable
patients at the RSCH would be a significant improvement for
patient care.
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Can you Support
BRIGHT?
BRIGHT relies solely on the
generosity and support of
individuals like you to carry out
our vital work. Here are some
of the simple ways you can
support BRIGHT:

Donations
It’s easy to make a donation. You can complete the form
at the back of this leaflet and return to us in an envelope
to the address provided. Alternatively, you can give
through JustGiving: justgiving.com/brightresearch

Fundraising for BRIGHT
Please consider raising money for BRIGHT when
undertaking an event. We have supported places on
RideLondon–Surrey, the London Marathon, the Swim
Serpentine, the Surrey Half Marathon and the Surrey
Three Peaks. We are also happy to source charity
places for other events and support you with any new
fundraising initiatives.
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Charity of the Year

Leaving a Legacy

Are you a member of a club such as golf, tennis or bowls?
Please consider nominating us to be the charity of the year.

Even just a small gift in your will can help the charity’s
work in the future. We would be happy to talk to you
about leaving a gift and answer any questions you have.

Giving a Gift in Kind
BRIGHT are always looking for raffle or auction prizes for
our events, all donations are very gratefully received.

Feel Good Shopping Online
You can register with ‘Easy Fundraising’ so when you
shop online with any of their 3,254 shops and sites they
pass on the commission for your purchases as a donation
to BRIGHT. Easy! For more information, please visit:
easyfundraising.org.uk

Corporate Sponsorship
Help us in the fight against cancer by considering
nominating BRIGHT for any company match funding
schemes/charity of the year.

Guildford Community Lottery

Volunteering
Throughout the year we have several events, which simply
couldn’t happen without volunteers. If you are able to
give some time to the charity please get in touch with the
fundraising team, we’d love to hear from you.

BRIGHT are delighted to be one of the chosen causes in
the Guildford Community Lottery. To play the weekly lottery
please visit guildfordlottery.org and select BRIGHT as
your chosen cause.
For more information or to speak to a member of
the fundraising team please contact us at:
info@bright-research.co.uk
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Help us Keep
in Touch
You can also help BRIGHT by allowing us to keep
you up-to-date with our work and fundraising
campaigns. If you would like to know what we are
doing, please complete the form at the back of
this leaflet (Keeping in Touch with BRIGHT) and
return to the address on the bottom of the form.
brightcancercare.com
@BRIGHTCancer
@BRIGHTcancercare
OR write to us at:
info@bright-research.co.uk
BRIGHT c/o Royal Surrey County Hospital,
Level A, Egerton Road, Guildford GU2 7XX
Registered Charity (1064857)
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How to Donate
to BRIGHT
Please cut out this form and return it in an envelope
to: BRIGHT c/o Royal Surrey County Hospital,
Level A, Egerton Road, Guildford GU2 7XX
Please fill in your personal details
Gift Aid

Title
First name
Surname
Address

Postcode
Phone
Email
Please accept my gift of £
(Please delete as appropriate) I enclose a cheque/postal order/charity voucher
made payable to BRIGHT
Alternatively, you can donate online: brightcancercare.com/support-us
BRIGHT would like to keep your details in order to contact you about
fundraising, campaigning and charity news. Please kindly tick this
box if you would like to hear from us.

Do you pay tax? If so, your gift will be
worth 25% more to us – at no extra cost
to you. All you have to do is tick the box
below, and the tax office will give 25p for
every £1 you give.
I am a UK tax payer and I would
like to support BRIGHT to treat all
donations I make or have made to
BRIGHT in the last 4 years as Gift
Aid donations, until I notify you
otherwise.
I understand that if I pay less Income
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations in that tax year it is my
responsibility to pay any difference.
I understand BRIGHT will reclaim 25p
of tax on every £1 that I give.

Keeping in Touch
with BRIGHT
We’d love to let you know more about BRIGHT’s work and
opportunities to support us in the future, but we can only
do so with your permission. Please provide your details below
and your preferences for contact from BRIGHT.
Please fill in your personal details and how you
would like us to keep in touch.
Title
First name
Surname
Address

Postcode
Phone
Mobile
I would like to receive communication via email
I would like to receive communication via the post
I would like to receive communication via phone including text
For more information on how we handle your personal information please read our
Privacy Policy which can be found on our website, brightcancercare.com.
Please cut out this form and return it in an envelope to:
BRIGHT
c/o Royal Surrey County Hospital
Level A, Egerton Road
Guildford
Surrey
GU2 7XX

